
 
EXETER CITY COUNCIL 

 
RIVER EXE SALMON FISHING 

 

14 FEBRUARY TO 30 SEPTEMBER (inclusive) 

 

(ECC FISHERY) 
 

 
 
 
    

 

 

1. The water available for salmon fishing is divided into thirteen beats, for a total length of 
approximately 8,000 metres 

 

2. The fishing is available on a Season Permit basis (see website link to apply for a salmon 
permit).  Only 25 permits will be available per season. Should the number of applications 
exceed this figure, permits will be allocated on a “date received” basis.  

 

3. Applications for Season Permits must be made in writing to:- 
 

  Exeter City Council Waterways 
Canal Office 

  Haven Road 
  EXETER 
  EX2 8DU 
 

 They must arrive not later than 7 February.  The selection will take place and successful 
applicants will be informed before 14 February.  Unsuccessful applicants will have their 
cheques returned. 

 

4. The Season Permit Holder must be in possession of the appropriate E.A. Fishing 
Licence, which is available at Post Offices. 

 

5. The Permit Holder must also be conversant and comply with the E.A. Fishery Byelaws.  
Angling is only permitted between sunrise and sunset. 

 

6. Anglers must NOT stay on one beat for more than one hour if others are waiting to fish. 
 

7. Anglers will ensure that all gates are closed behind them and that access to the various 
beats is confined to the following list-  

 

BEATS: 
 

 1 and 2.  Through Flowerpot Playing Fields or off Okehampton Street 
 

 3. Off Haven Road 
 

 4. Haven Banks 
 

 5. The Quay 
 

 6. Shilhay 



 

 7. Off Bonhay Road 
 

 8. Gate by Railway Bridge over Bonhay Road 
 

 9. Off Countess Wear Bridge 
 

 10, 11 & 12.  South Side of Countess Wear Bridge.  Cars must be parked in spaces 
provided immediately off Bridge Road by Countess Wear Wharf on the canal. 

 

               13. Park in car park off Old Abbey Court, follow footpath adjacent to playing fields. 
               (This is also the beat for fishing with a Day Permit) 
 

8. No dogs are allowed 
 

9. It is important that the Environment Agency and Exeter City Council know the number of 
Salmon caught in this Fishery each year.  Therefore, when completing the return form, 
which is issued with the licence, anglers must ensure that ECC Fishery and the Beat 
Number are written against any catches made (please note that at the close of the 
season the questionnaire on the reverse of the Permit must be completed and returned 
by 31 October).  Failure to complete the return may result in the refusal of any future 
application for a Season Permit. 

 

10. Season Permit Holders found to be contravening the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Act 1975 and the Bylaws made thereunder, or failing to make a true return even if it is 
‘NIL’ or causing damage to the River or land adjoining the River, including access roads 
and paths, may be refused any further Licence or Season Permit to fish these waters in 
addition to any penalty prescribed on prosecution. 

 

11.         No guarantee as to the accessibility of all the stretches shown is made by the Exeter 
City Council. 

 

12. Season Permits must be carried when holders are fishing and, in order to help prevent 
unauthorised fishing, holders must be prepared to produce them if required to do so by 
the City Council or another Season Permit holder. 

 

13. Permitted baits. Only artificial fly or artificial lure before 16 June.  No worm or maggots 
permitted. 

 

14. Salmon caught before 16 June must be returned to the water immediately with the least 
possible injury. 

 
 

 


